
Minutes of the March 9, 2019 Hearings   
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS 

 
A meeting of the Board of Assessment Appeals was held at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, 

March 9, 2019, in the basement of the Town Office Building. Chair Grube opened the 
meeting at 9:00 a.m. 

Members present: Danielson, Grube and Johnson 
Also present: Town Assessor Mary Lavallee for questions only 

The BAA met with Assessor Lavallee who answered questions and was excused.  

The Board reviewed the appeal of Matt and Katie Cote at 131 Kozey Road.  It 
was noted that the value of the comparable sales in the applicant’s appraisals were 
similar to the value of the house set by reevaluation.   It was also noted that the property 
had more bedrooms, baths, square footage, a finished basement, and many more 
garage bays than the comparable properties.  The consensus of the Board was that the 
applicant purchased the property at a very good price.  Investigation showed that the 
Open Space status on the property was currently in effect until October 1st when the 
applicant must reapply. 

 Motion (Danielson/Johnson): To deny the appeal and keep the current 
assessment of 456.3k.  Motion carried unanimously.  

The Board reviewed the appeal of Steve and Debbie Putnam, and agreed with 
the home owners that the buildings on the property were unusable.   

Motion (Johnson/Danielson): To reduce the assessment of the applicant from 
57.4k to 39.6k contingent on the removal of both the trailer and the out building 
from the property before March 1, 2020.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 The BAA reviewed the appeal of Chris and Steve St. John, Charlie Brown 
Campground. 

Motion (Danielson/Johnson): To approve the appellants claim and remove the 
$892,500 liability from the campground owners and place that liability [language 
clarified at meeting 03/12-19, see minutes - minus the 25% penalty portion,] on 
the individual seasonal camper owners conditional on: 

1.    Charlie Brown Campground is to supply the personal property 
declarations for each seasonal camper on their list of the 39 remaining 
campers who have not currently filed declarations with the assessor.  
2.      Each declaration must contain a description of the camper and the 
camper’s value. 



3.      The declarations must be received in the Assessor’s Office no later 
than 1:00 p.m. on Friday March 15, 2019. 

If the above conditions are not met within the specified deadline the 
assessment will be reduced [language clarified at meeting 03/12-19, see 
minutes - minus the 25% penalty portion,] minus the 25% penalty portion, 
based upon the number of declarations received.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Because of the very short deadline the chair is authorized to send an E-mail draft 
section of the minutes to Chris St John 

The Board received and discussed the assessor’s recommendations relative to 
changes in the taxable status of Yale University’s Yale Forrest property.  Discussion 
noted that Yale property is currently on Town Grand List in the amount of $1,369,750.00 
even though the University is tax exempt.  In prior years they have paid what was billed 
on the Grand List. The Town entered into an agreement with Yale to remove the 
$1,369,750.00 from the Grand List but Yale agrees to voluntarily payment of $26,097.52 
this coming year. The Board of Assessment Appeals is removing the assessment at the 
recommendation of the Town. 

Motion (Johnson/Danielson): To exempt Yale University from the 2018 grand list 
in the amount of $1,369,750.00.  Motion carried unanimously. 

The Board received and discussed the motor vehicle appeal of Carl and Sam 
Asikainen for a 2000 Chevrolet Suburban that is currently unregistered.  Betty 
Danielson was recused her from participating in the meeting.   

Motion (Grube/Johnson): To reduce the assessment of the 2000 Chevrolet Suburban 
from $ 2,910 to $500.00.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Robert Johnson, Secretary 

 


